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ring of nlmnsm'h
Il were disasters

Romantics, Boy
Almond, Frankie
ood - gay images
all around. It just worked. |
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just happened to be a woman

me of not being r
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We both knew we-wanted kids and
knew that if we had kid
wanted to be married but we never
worried which came first. Eigl

expecting a baby so we w
our local church and the guy in the
black dress said he could do a
marriage in six weeks and that's
what we did. My one mistake was
not telling her | was gay until the
eldest was a month old. | only told
her then because | kept literally
bashing into my old boyfriend and it
turned out she knew him. | wanted
to be the one to do the telling

It caused friction eventually but not
at first, we spent years playing boy
spotting together. After the third
child things were becoming stressful
and every little thing that went
wrong was because | was gay. If the
car broke down it was because | was
gay, if the washing machine died,
blame the poof, It was just one of
those recurring situations. A ¢
accident in 1991 left us with very
changed circumstances, no car and
out of a job. | was in deep depression,
but she was broody and wanted a
fourth. I could not think of any
argument against it except we
were broke, had no car and | was a
mess but as it was all my fault
because | was gay, guilt won in the
end and child number 4 was born
n 1993. We were getting along. Me
being g orgotten behind the
everyday running of the household
until 1995. There was this guy, he
was young, he was cute and he was
lable. After an evening of
drinking | had sex with him. | told her
the next day; | couldn’t keep a secret
like that. She was cool for several
weeks then the crying started, the
nts, and the recriminations
all over again. This was to be the
final time my being gay was an issue,
that year we really spoke about it,
what it meant for the future. Every
year after that things improved and
we got closer and became, once
again, the best friends we had
started out being. Not lovers, never
again could we be that. | came out
“officially’ in the summer of 1998

very av

argu!

I went from a fat man with no friends
to a slim man with more friends than
I could keep up with. Within the
year | had a boyfriend, it only lasted
7 months but hey ... 7 months, not
ip to date, where do
: have decided to
try life apart. She needs to find
new lover and possibly a husbani
she still wants more kids and still has
time. | am going to keep the children,
hat is going to work for
L and she is 33, still young
and full of life.

Meanwhile, how do you tell
the very example of
heterosexuality that
they are the result of
homosexuality?

How do you explain
homosexuality to a
six-year-old?

Well, it’s really quite
easy. If sex itself can be
explained openly then so
can gay sex, It started

with
me explaining that | was different
to other dads, but | emphasised

1at this did not mean | was wrong
1'told them that | loved their mum
wvery much but that we were not
like other mums and dads. Kids
have an insatiable curiosity and
with those few feed-lines the rest
flowed naturally. They asked how |
was different and | explained that
whilst it was important for men and
women to get together in order to
make babies as they had already
been told, this was not the only way
{or reason) that people fell in love

| explained to them that their mum
was my best friend in the whole
world but that | found myself to be
different. 1said that what | was is
ca\led bemggay My 9 year-old
ewl” h took me by
surpmc dn(l the younger girl, ever
ct asked, “What's gay mean?”

I explained it was when two men or
two women were attracted to each
other. Where they found each
other’s bodies attractive but not the
bodies of the opposite sex. “So hot
did you have babies with mummy?
(She's so good when she gets
going, my 6 year-old!)

| said it was in the normal way
between a lady and a man but it was
only so we could have four
wonderful children. “OK”,
“Can we go to McDonalds
From then on it has been a subject
like any other, they ask a question
and either myself or their mum gives
an honest answer that they will be
able to understand without going
any further than the question they
asked. It has been explained to them
that they can tell their friends but
that not everyone thought being gay
was OK. We advised them that
if they told their friends
that they might get
picked on by some of
them, It is ve
worrying but they
needed to have that
option to tell someone
else not in the far
Fortunately, only the
boy, now 11, has told a
few friends and the general
opinion still seems to be “kewd!”
Strange how things don't always
work out as you expect them to!
Things could still get awkward for
them but we are a strong family unit
and they will have no trouble telling
me if anything makes them unhappy:
We will get through any problems
that may arise together. All the kids
seem to have benefited a great deal
from us both, as parents, being so
honest and open with them. It's
unlikely they have an ounce of
prejudice between them and it
seems to off on their friends
100, it's a funny old world!
= have two other ¢
they are, unfortunat
handicapped so they are not really
able to understand yet. The younger
of those two, if you ask her what
gay is simply answers ... “It's when
aman loves a man and a woman
loves a woman”™
She may not understand much but
that simple description is 50 often
overlooked in all the politics of the
thing. How wonderful the wisdem
a child, how wonderful that
these great kids are mine!
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